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020 Ashton Coal Goaf Gas Drainage Project: Visual Impact Assessment

vegetation; 

 — The top of the ventilation stacks and flares may just 
be visible over the top of the hillside, although due to 
viewing distance and the small diameter of the stacks, 
these would not be visually prominent; and

 — The project spans over the remaining lifetime of 
the underground mine, meaning the small scale 
construction activity would be spread over this time 
frame.

However, the visual impact of the Project would be reduced 
by the following:

 — A majority of gas bores and the central gas drainage 
plant would be screened from view of passing 
motorists by landform, vegetation of Bowmans Creek 
and the VCA, and distance of viewing, although 
vehicular traffic associated with construction would 
be visible travelling to and from the Highway via the 
unnnamed ‘Dairy Lane’;

 — Much of the change in traffic on the access road 
would probably not be readily discernible from this 
observer location due to distance of viewing and partial 
screening by the vegetation between the Project Site 
and the observers. At night, an increased number of 
headlights may be visible on the hillside, but would not 
be an unusual element of the view to a driver, whose 
main concern would be the traffic on the road in front 

Figure 19: Panorama showing the view to the Project Site from the New England Highway, as seen from the south-east.  

of them;

 — Users of the New England Highway travelling south 
east would obtain only fleeting glimpses to the new 
infrastructure as they approach the Site. High numbers 
of observers would travel along the Highway, but within 
the context of the greater mining landscape, these 
relatively small elements of infrastructure would appear 
as visually diminutive, especially considering the open 
cut mine to their left, and power lines to their right, as 
they approached the Site.

 — The duration of viewing would be very short, as 
the driver travels south along the Highway past the 
proposed development;

 — The relatively short construction period of each of the 
gas bores provides a ‘worst case’ scenario to passers-
by for each bore, in that the most vehicular traffic 
and seen elements would be partially visible during 
construction, but would drop back to a lesser level of 
visual prominence during operation; and

 — Within the context of the greater mining landscape, 
small pieces of mining infrastructure (such as the 
proposed bores) are relatively diminutive when 
compared to larger elements within the landscape, 
such as open cut mines and power plants.

Targeted screen planting would substantially reduce the 
visibility of the structures to passing motorists. 
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Figure 20 (top): Key plan (Source: Google Maps)
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3.2 Observer Location 1b: New England   
 Highway, View from the South-east

Existing Situation

This observer location approximates the view to the Project 
Site as seen by road users travelling north on the New 
England Highway (refer Figures 19 and 20). This view is 
also seen by a small number of rural residential properties 
located south of the New England Highway, although these 
are owned by ACOL in this location and have therefore not 
been assessed. 

As with Observer Location 1a, travellers on the Highway 
pass through the landscape at around 80 to 100 kms per 
hour, obtaining extensive views to the greater landscape 
but fleeting views of detailed individual elements within it. 
The predominant view experienced would be one of the 
rolling, agricultural landscape dotted with stands of darker 
vegetation associated with remnant bushland or streams. 
Periodic exposure to mining sites, and power generation and 
distribution infrastructure are visible as observers traverse 
the landscape.

The foreground of the view from this observer location 
comprises the immediate road and road verge, and an 
open, agricultural grazing landscape up until the vegetated 
line of Glennies Creek. 

The Project Site

Panoram
a continues from

 page 20
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The edge of the Project Site is seen as a vegetated ridge 
line, seen in relief against the skyline as the driver travels 
towards the Project Site (Figure 19). Most of the proposed 
infrastructure sits on the western side of the ridge, and 
would not be seen from this location.

Glennies Creek can be seen in the middle ground, viewed 
as a line of dark trees in the gully, screening the ridge line of 
the Site in some locations (refer Figure 19).  

The view to the right (north-east) of the Highway comprises 
further views to the open, agricultural grazing landscape. 
The ACOL open cut mine and associated infrastructure lies 
over a slight ridge and therefore cannot be seen from this 
location.

As with Observer Location 1a, the number of viewers at 
this location is expected to be high, as many people use 
the New England Highway every day. Users travelling 
along this road would be expected to be concentrating 
on the road ahead, with only the larger elements in the 
landscape commanding their attention as they quickly move 
through the landscape. Many of these observers could be 
anticipated to be locals or workers in the surrounding mines, 
who would be used to seeing mining infrastructure as they 
travel on their daily journeys. 

Proposed Development 

Views to the gas bores from this observer location would 
be unlikely due to the distance of viewing, landform, and 
screening vegetation. There are approximately three bores 
that are positioned near the crest of the ridge, meaning that 
there is a small chance that these would be visible during 
construction and operation. However, due to the large 
amount of mature vegetation on and around the ridge line 
and viewing distance, any views to the bores would be likely 
to be at least partially screened from view from this location, 
or seen against a backdrop of vegetation, which would 
reduce visibility (compared to being seen as a skyline view 
for example). 

During construction, views of the bores would be a ‘worst 
case’ scenario, as the activity during the short construction 
period of each bore would render the bore more noticeable 
than when the bore would be in operation, or after operation. 

During operation of the gas bores, the viewing distance, 
coupled with the fact that the view would be fleeting, would 
render the visual impact as negligible to passers-by. 

The top of the vent stacks and flares may be visible over the 
top of the vegetation on the ridge line, but due to viewing 
distance and the ragged tree line that is seen in relief 
against the sky line, these would not be seen as a prominent 
element on the hillside.

Visual Impact Assessment 

There would be a Very Low Visual Impact, due to the 
following;

 — Most of the proposed infrastructure would be screened 
by existing vegetation or lost from view behind the 
hillside;

 —  The top of the vent stacks and flares may be visible, 
but would not be visually prominent due to the skyline 
being punctuated by tree tops and the distance of 
viewing; 

 — The distance of viewing would make the development 
hard to see in any detail, if direct views to gas bores 
were available; 

 —  The duration of viewing would be very short, as 
the driver travels north along the Highway past the 
proposed development; 

 —  The project is visually compatible within the context of 
the greater mining landscape; and

 —  The small portion of the overall view that would be seen 
of the development.
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3.3 Observer Location 2: Brunkers Lane

Existing Situation

This observer location approximates the view to the Site as 
seen by road users on Brunkers Lane (Figure 21). Brunkers 
Lane is being upgraded to the new Lemington Road 
alignment, which would connect the New England Highway 
with the Golden Highway, giving access to a number of 
mining operations. As such, it is anticipated that the road 
would be heavily used by commuters travelling to work at 
one of these facilities, or general public seeking to traverse 
between the two highways. 

At present, Brunkers Lane comprises a minor private access 
road to the Ravensworth mining operation and provides 
no public view potential of the Project Site. However, with 
the realignment of Lemington Road, an increased amount 
of traffic would be expected, giving a moderate number of 
observer’s views to the proposed infrastructure. 

Figure 21: Key plan (Source: Google Maps)

The view from this location is to the open, rolling hills of 
the surrounding pastoral landscape, punctuated by dark 
stands of trees associated with Bowmans Creek. The cut 
batter faces of the ACOL open cut mine are visible in the 
background above the intervening vegetation (refer Figure 
22). 

Many road users are expected to be workers from a number 
of nearby coal mining operations, who would be used to 
views of mining infrastructure.

Proposed Development 

Of the proposed development, most of the infrastructure is 
anticipated to be screened from view to users of this road by 
landform, distance of viewing, or vegetation associated with 
Bowmans Creek, the broader site, and the VCA:

 —  It is anticipated that any bores associated with 
Longwalls 1 to 5, 6A and 7A would be screened from 
view by the Bowmans Creek riparian vegetation;

 —  Glimpse views to gas bores constructed over the 
centre of Longwalls 2 and 3 may be obtained in breaks 
in riparian vegetation; and

 —  Bores associated with the southern portions of 
Longwalls 1 and 2 would be screened by stands of 
existing vegetation scattered across the higher parts of 
the southern portion of the Site, near the VCA. 

 —  Furthermore, the vegetation corridor associated with 
Bowmans Creek would significantly increase with an 
approved realignment of the watercourse, thereby 
decreasing the extent of the already highly limited views 
to the Site.  

Gas bores that are likely to be visible to road users are 
situated on the western side of Bowmans Creek, i.e gas 
bores associated with Longwalls 6B, 7B and 8. 

Up to 8 new gas bores would be potentially visible to users 
of Brunkers Lane, although this would bring the total number 
of potential bores in this area to a maximum of 17, as there 
are a number of bores that are either existing or have been 
approved. (Note for example that of the 4 existing approved 
Pikes Gully Seam bores in Longwall 8 only 2 were required 
to be developed). Of the 8 new bores, it is likely that two of 
the bores to the west of Brunkers Lane would be hidden 
from view by landform, and two more would be at least 
partially screened by vegetation (where these bores are 
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Figure 22: Panorama showing the view towards the Project Site from Brunkers Lane. Note the open cut coal mine visible in the background, on the horizon 
and to middle of frame. The band of dark green vegetation in the middle ground is Bowmans Creek. Up to 8 bores would be located between the Lane and 
Bowmans Creek, and to the left of the Lane. 

required to be developed). It is anticipated that passers-by 
would have clear views to only four of the proposed bores 
between Bowmans Creek and the western boundary of the 
Site. 

These bores would only potentially be visible as very short 
glimpses as road users travelled along the northern 1 km 
section of the realigned Lemington Road. 

Road users would have close, unobstructed views to these 
bores, which would appear as small, fenced pieces of 
infrastructure, sitting on cleared 5 x 5 m pads amongst the 
pasture grass. The well heads would be visually recessive, 
seen amongst tall pasture grass and occasional stands of 
vegetation.

During the short construction period of each of the bores, 
the viewer would receive a ‘worst case’ scenario view of the 
development, as the bores would be more noticeable during 
construction due to the activity and vehicular visitation to 
each site.

Visual Impact Assessment 

There would be a Low to Moderate Visual Impact, due to 
the following;

 —  Road users would obtain close, unobstructed views 
to a small number of the proposed gas bores, which 
would be constructed close to the road in a couple of 
locations;.

 —  The duration of viewing would be very short, as the 
driver travelled past the bores along the road; and

 —  The project spans over 11 years, resulting in a low 
grade  of construction activity would be observed over 
this time. 

The Site
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The visual impact is diminished somewhat by the following:

 —  Many of the road users could be expected to be 
workers at a number of other coal mines, therefore 
mining infrastructure would be a familiar sight;

 —  Within the context of the greater mining landscape, 
small pieces of mining infrastructure such as the 
proposed bores, diminishes the visual impact of 
such structures, especially when compared to larger 
elements within the landscape, such as open cut mines 
and power plants; and

 —  The relatively short construction period of each of the 
gas bores provides a ‘worst case’ scenario to passers-
by for each bore, in that the most vehicular traffic 
and seen elements would be partially visible during 
construction, but would drop back to a lesser visual 
prominence during operation.

Targeted screen planting would substantially reduce the 
impact of the structures to passing motorists. 

Panoram
a continues from

 page 24
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4.1 Conclusions

Overall, the proposed Goaf Gas Drainage Project would 
have a Low to Moderate Visual Impact, due to the 
following:

 — Observers most impacted would be:
 - those travelling south on the New England Highway, 

of which there would be high numbers of viewers, but 
each receiving only short periods of exposure to the 
view; and 

 - users of Brunkers Lane (which is under construction to 
become the realigned Lemington Road), who would get 
close, unobstructed views to a number of gas bores, 
situated very close to the road corridor;

 — Although the construction period of each individual gas 
bore is short, the overall project would be spread over a 
number of years commensurate with the development 
of longwalls in subsequent coal seams, meaning that 
intermittent, small scale industrial activity may be 
evident for the remaining life of the underground mine. 

However, while the Project is situated within a predominantly 
agricultural (pastoral) landscape, mining and power 
generation infrastructure features substantially in the 
surrounding landscape, with a number of large elements 
(such as open cut mines, power plants and distribution 
infrastructure) in the locality. In context with this local mining 
history, the proposed development would not be out of 
place. 

The main visual impacts would likely be associated with the 
construction of the gas bores and pipe lines. Once the bores 
have been drilled and the pipes laid, and the disturbed 
areas surrounding the Sites have been rehabilitated, the 
gas bores themselves would constitute a number of small 
elements within the broader landscape. 

The visual impact of individual elements would be further 
diminished by strategic planting.

4 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

4.2 Recommendations

Although the visual impact at assessed viewing locations 
is generally low, screening of the visibility of some bores 
could be achieved by appropriately positioned vegetation 
planting, particularly for those bores in close proximity to the 
realigned Lemington Road and the New England Highway, 
near Bowmans Creek. 
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