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1.

Introduction
Parsons Brinckerhoff Australia (PB) has been engaged by Ashton Coal Operations Pty
Ltd (hereafter referred to as Ashton Coal) to provide documentation to accompany an
application under Section 96 (2) of the Environmental Planning and Assessments Act,
1979 (EP&A Act).
Ashton Coal operates the Ashton Coal Mine and associated coal handling and
preparation facilities, which were granted development consent by the NSW Minister for
Planning (DOP) on 11 October 2002 in response to development application DA 309-112001. On 27 January 2005 the Minister for Infrastructure and Planning provided consent
to modify the development consent (DA 309-11-2001-i).
The offsite emplacement of Ashton Coal’s coal tailings is required to provide tailings
storage capacity during the period where the underground mine is producing concurrent
to the open cut mine, prior to the “Barrett Pit” final void being available for tailing
deposition.
Ashton Coal and Macquarie Generation have reached agreement to utilise Macquarie
Generation’s Ravensworth Final Void No: 4 East for the offsite emplacement of Ashton
Coal’s coal tailings.
The planning approvals pathway consists of submitting two Section 96 (2) applications to
modify both Ashton Coal’s DA 309-11-2001-i and Macquarie Generation’s DA 144/93
development consents.
This modification of DA 309-11-2001-i seeks to allow offsite emplacement of coal tailings
and approval for pipelines associated with this offsite emplacement, rather than currently
approved co-disposal of coal tailings at the Ashton Mine site.
Emplacement of fly ash generated by Bayswater Power Station by Macquarie Generation
in Ravensworth Void No: 4 was approved by Singleton Council via Development Consent
DA 144/93 in December 1993. Separate Section 96 (2) application and Statement of
Environmental Effects (SEE) documents have been submitted to Singleton Council
seeking to modify DA 144/93 to allow the emplacement of coal tailings in place of fly ash.
A Statement of Environmental Effects (SEE), provided as a separate report, details the
potential environmental impacts and mitigation management strategies associated with
the modification of this approval.

1.1

Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East
Please note, Ravensworth Final Void No. 4, as referred to in this report, is also
referred to as Ravensworth No: 2 Mine Void in other documentation and approvals.
In this application for modification this void will be referred to as Ravensworth
Final Void No. 4, and the part of Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 subject of this
application for modification will be referred to as Ravensworth Final Void No. 4
East.
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2.

Planning approvals
The planning approvals pathway consists of submitting two Section 96 (2) applications to
modify Ashton Coal’s DA 309-11-2001-i and Macquarie Generation’s DA 144/93
development consents.
Figure 2 illustrates the proposed pipelines route and emplacement area for the project
and the demarcation of land covered by the two separate Section 96 (2) applications.
Section 5 details land title particulars.

2.1

Existing DA 309-11-2001-i
The use of offsite emplacement is required to provide tailings storage capacity for the
period where the underground mine is producing concurrent to the open cut mine, prior to
the “Barrett Pit” final void being available for tailing deposition. Ashton Coal has
commenced approved installation of longwall mining equipment which, when operational,
will lead to an increase in the volume of reject material in early 2007. Coarse reject will be
disposed in the overburden stockpile. It is proposed that fine rejects be emplaced offsite
within Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East.
In October 2002 the Minister for Planning granted development consent to Development
Application (DA) 309-11-2001. This approval was subsequently modified in January 2005
(attached as Appendix B).
DA 309-11-2001-i was supported by an EIS entitled Ashton Coal Project, Environmental
Impact Statement, 2001 which provided details for the establishment of an open cut and
underground coal mine, coal preparation plant and associated surface infrastructure.
The accompanying EIS stated that tailings would initially be placed in two (2) storage
ponds, located adjacent to the CHPP for a period of five (5) years. Coal tailings would
then be emplaced in transition ponds on the surface of the overburden dump and
eventually into the final void, following the completion of open cut mining activities within
the ‘Barrett Pit’.

2.2

Existing DA 144/1993
In December 1993, Singleton Council granted development consent to Macquarie
Generation DA 144/93, enabling the use of the Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 (including
Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East) for the disposal of fly ash produced by the Bayswater
Power Station, for an approximate period of thirty (30) years.
DA 144/93 was an application for consent for designated development and was
supported by an EIS entitled Bayswater Power Station, Fly Ash Disposal in Ravensworth
No. 2 Mine Void and Mine Rehabilitation, Environmental Impact Statement, 1993. The
accompanying EIS detailed the emplacement of approximately 45 million tonnes of fly
ash via above ground pipelines into the northern, eastern and western arms of the
Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 prior to capping and revegetation to final landform.
Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East currently remains unfilled.
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Under a separate Section 96 (2) application to Singleton Council, Ashton Coal (in
conjunction with Macquarie Generation) is seeking to modify Macquarie Generation’s
Development Consent DA 144/93 to allow the deposition of coal tailings in place of fly
ash in Ravensworth Final Void No: 4 East.

2.3

DA 309-11-2001-i S96 (2) Modification application
Ashton Coal formally applies to the Department of Planning to modify the existing
Development Consent granted by the Department of Planning in respect to DA 309-112001-i, pursuant to the provisions of Section 96 (2) of the EP&A Act 1979, as amended,
for the offsite emplacement of tailings and construction, operation and maintenance of
pipelines associated with offsite emplacement.
Ashton Coal requests that Condition 1.2 of the 2005 Consent Conditions be modified by
the insertion of the following words in relation to coal tailings emplacement:
“Document titled Section 96(2) Application to Modify Development Consent DA 30911-2001-i, November 2006, prepared by Parsons Brinckerhoff”
”Document titled Statement of Environmental effects to Support Section 96(2)
Application to Modify Development Consent DA 309-11-2001-i, November 2006,
prepared by Parsons Brinckerhoff”
These documents provide the supporting information required by Clause 115 of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 (EP&AR 2000) to support an
application to modify development consent.
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3.

Name and address of applicant
In accordance with Clause 115 (1a) of the EP&AR 2000, a Section 96 application to
modify development consent is required to include the name and address of the
applicant.
The name and address of the applicant is:
Name:

Ashton Coal Operations Pty Ltd

Street Address:

Glennies Creek Road
CAMBERWELL, NSW, 2330

Postal Address:

PO Box 699
SINGLETON, NSW, 2330
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4.

Description of development under
existing consent
In accordance with Clause 115 (1b) of the EP&AR 2000, a Section 96 application to
modify development consent is required to include a description of the development to be
carried out under the consent (as previously modified).
A description of the development to be carried out under the consent includes:
Development Application Number:

DA 309-11-2001-i

Consent Authority:

Department of Planning (then Department of
Planning Infrastructure and Natural Resources)

Applicant:

Ashton Coal Operations Pty Ltd

Description of Development:

Development of an open cut coal mine, an
underground coal mine and construction and
operation of associated surface facilities, known
as the Ashton Coal Project.
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5.

Title particulars of land
In accordance with Clause 115 (1c) of the EP&AR 2000, a Section 96 application to
modify development consent is required to include the address, and the formal title, of the
land on which the development is to be carried out.
The formal title particulars of the land traversed by the proposed pipeline route are
provided in Table 1.
Table 1

Land Titles Details

Lot/
Portion

DP

Lease Type

Owner of Land

County

1

745486

ML1533

Ashton Coal

Durham

11

261916

ML1533

Ashton Coal

Durham

2

1089848

ML1349

Macquarie Generation

Durham

The land traversed by the proposed pipeline route is located within the Singleton Local
Government Area (LGA) (as illustrated in Figure 1).
A total of three (3) lots are traversed by the proposed pipelines. Traversed land is owned
by Ashton Coal and Macquarie Generation.
The New England Highway road reserve at Ravensworth is also traversed by the
pipeline. The RTA has provided conditional approval for these works. The pipeline will be
trenched through the bed of Bowmans Creek and under the New England Highway
bridge crossing. Preliminary discussions have been held with an officer of the
Department of Natural Resources has been undertaken.
An agreement has been made between Macquarie Generation and Ashton Coal for the
use of the land owned by Macquarie Generation, consenting to the use of this land for the
construction, operation and maintenance of the pipelines and Ravensworth Final Void
No.4 East for tailings emplacement.
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6.

Description of proposed modification
In accordance with Clause 115 (1d) of the EP&AR 2000, a Section 96 application to
modify development consent is required to include a description of the proposed
modification to the development consent. This application for modification is to allow
offsite emplacement of coal tailings and seeks approval for pipelines associated with this
offsite emplacement.
The proposed modification is described in more detail below:

6.1

Pipeline route alternatives
The proposed pipelines route has been selected so as to minimise environmental
impacts such as erosion, vegetation loss, and habitat destruction, whilst providing
sufficient access for future operational and maintenance activities.
Four alternative pipelines routes were considered (as illustrated in Figure 3). Essentially
the route of all four alternatives are similar, however each alternative has been modified
to provide improved environmental outcomes.
Each alternative and its merits are discussed below:

6.1.1

Alternative 1

The first pipelines alignment represents the most direct route considered.
This alignment was considered as it is a direct route to the Ravensworth Final Void No. 4
East and utilised the existing access track within Macquarie Generation owned land for
both access and bunding purposes.
This alignment was discounted as it required clearing of native plantation and Casuarina
Woodland and unnecessarily crossed to the western side of the existing access road
within Macquarie Generation land. This alignment also potentially impacted on items of
potentially non-indigenous heritage significance.

6.1.2

Alternative 2

The second pipeline alignment represented a refinement of alternative 1, avoiding
existing vegetation and removing the need to traverse to the western side of the existing
access road.
This alignment was considered to be an improvement on alternative 1 as it negated the
need to clear existing native plantation and Casuarina Woodland and the unnecessary
crossing of the existing access road.
The alignment was discounted as it directly impacted on items of potentially nonindigenous heritage significance.
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6.1.3

Alternative 3

Alternative 3 was considered an improvement on alternatives 1 and 2. Alternative 3
avoids the potential items of non-indigenous heritage significance and better utilises the
existing access track within Macquarie Generation owned land.
This alignment is an improvement on alternatives 1 and 2 as it avoids the need to clear
existing native plantation and Casuarina Woodland, does not impact on the old farm
buildings and maximises use of existing access roads.
The alignment was discounted due to the single discharge point into the Ravensworth
Final Void No. 4 East.

6.1.4

Alternative 4

Alternative 4, the preferred alternative is the same route as alternative 3 but utilises a
multi point ring main distribution configuration located around the perimeter of the
Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East. The ring main configuration allows greater control
over the discharge and beaching of tailings into the Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East.
This alternative has been selected as it maximises environmental and engineering
outcomes.

6.2

Bowmans Creek crossing alternatives
Five alternatives were considered for the crossing at three locations on Bowmans Creek
(as illustrated in Figure 3). Each alternative and its merits are discussed below:

6.2.1

Alternative 1

The first alternative consists of laying double-sleeved pipe on the bed of Bowman’s
Creek.
This alternative was considered satisfactory in the early stages of scoping the project as
there was to be only two pipelines, one tailings pipeline and a decant water return
pipeline. This alternative presented minimal disruption and environmental impact to the
creek as soils would not be excavated or disturbed.
Given that the design now incorporates four double sleeved pipelines each with a
significant sleeve (and a fifth unsleeved pipeline) the laying of the pipelines on the creek
bed is not considered feasible. The crossing alternative also presents potential hazards in
the event of flooding.

6.2.2

Alternative 2

This alternative consists of fixing the pipelines to the New England Highway Bridge over
Bowmans Creek. Whilst this alternative presents improved environmental outcomes in
terms of aquatic flora and fauna and stream flows, preliminary consultation with the
Roads and Traffic Authority indicated that authorisation would not be provided to fix the
pipe work to the New England Highway Bridge.
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6.2.3

Alternative 3

This alternative consists of a pipe bridge was proposed immediately west of the New
England Highway Bridge over Bowmans Creek. This option was discounted, as the visual
impact to passing motorist was significant and the construction of support structures on
either bank would have major impact on existing vegetation.

6.2.4

Alternative 4

This alternative consists of a pipe bridge was proposed approximately 100m east of the
New England Highway Bridge over Bowmans Creek. This option was discounted, as the
visual impact to passing motorist was still significant and the construction of support
structures on either bank would have a greater impact on existing vegetation.

6.2.5

Alternative 5

This alternative is the preferred and most feasible option to traverse Bowmans Creek.
This alternative includes trenching through the bed of Bowmans Creek in an area
previously cleared of vegetation for the recent installation a Telstra cable. The trench will
continue along the northern bank of Bowmans Creek until it passes under the New
England Highway Bridge. Each of the pipelines will be double sleeved to capture
potential spills that may occur from pipeline breakages.
The pipelines will be trenched to a depth of approximately 1.5m.
Pipes located in the northern bank of Bowmans Creek shall be located in a sand bed with
excavated topsoil materials reinstated following commissioning.
Once in place the pipelines at the creek crossing will be encased by a 600mm layer of
concrete. Natural material will be backfilled and compacted over the concrete, aggregate
of up to approximately 250mm in diameter will be used to cover the backfilled material.
The aggregate layers covering the pipelines will be engineered to ensure a level
consistent with the existing creek bed.

6.3

Proposed pipelines
The proposed pipelines will comprise of five parallel, above ground, high density
polyethylene (HDPE) pipes and associated infrastructure (as illustrated in Figure 4 and
detailed in Figure 5) which will traverse approximately 5 kilometres from Ashton Coal’s
CHPP to Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East.
These pipelines include:



two pipelines to transport tailings reject produced by Ashton Coal’s CHPP to the
Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East



a decant water pipeline to transport decant water from the eastern end of
Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East back to Ashton Coal’s CHPP for reuse



a water sharing pipeline to transport water from Ashton Coal CHPP (originating from
Glennies Creek Colliery) to Newpac No. 1 Colliery’s existing services corridor,
located south of the Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East
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a clean water line to transport water from Ashton Coal CHPP to the flocculant plant
adjacent to the south west corner of Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East

The majority of the length of the pipelines (north of the flood level near the New England
Highway Bridge to the Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East) will be enclosed by a
vegetated earthen bund/s, which will be approximately 500mm high and approximately 2
metres wide. The earthen bund will be constructed from excavated fill. The total width of
the pipelines (inclusive of bunds) will be approximately 6 metres. A typical cross section
is illustrated in Figure 5.
The southern section of the pipeline traverses the New England Highway and Bowmans
Creek (approximately 350 metres east of Ashton Coal CHPP). From north of the flood
level near the New England Highway Bridge to the eastern side of Ashton Coal’s acoustic
bund the pipeline will be double sleeved (pipe in pipe configuration). The pipeline and
sleeves will be designed with flushing capability. A spare tailings line will be installed in
this section. The pipework at the creek crossing will be concrete encased and covered in
rock to the level of the creek bed.
A ‘Part 3a’ permit (under the Rivers and Foreshores Improvement Act) for the creek
crossing and excavation works within 40 metres of Bowmans Creek will be obtained.
Preliminary discussions have been held with an officer of the Department of Natural
Resources has been undertaken and verbal confirmation of the preferred alternative
creek crossing obtained.
The northern end of the sleeve open will discharge into a storage basin located north of
the flood level near the New England Highway Bridge. The southern end of the sleeve
open will discharge inside the acoustic bund at Ashton Coal CHPP.
The pipeline may be below ground in sections inside the acoustic bund of Ashton Coal
CHPP. Earthen bunds will not be constructed as containment engineering controls are
currently integrated into the Ashton Coal CHPP.
The engineering design of the pipelines will integrate drain points, siphon points, storage
basins and culverts along the pipeline route, as required, to effectively manage surface
water. Natural drainage basins will be utilised for spill collection where possible, however
fill may be imported from the overburden re-win pit for constructing artificial basins, when
deemed necessary. The design of all pipelines will allow for the subsidence effects of
both Ashton Coal and Newpac’s underground operations.
Ashton Coal will be responsible for all maintenance, annual reporting and management of
the pipelines. Maintenance activities will include regular visual inspections from vehicle
and continuous monitoring utilising electronic flow measurement/leak detection system.
The tailings and decant water pipelines will be operational for a period of five years or
until Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East reaches capacity.

6.3.1

Tailings pipelines

Ashton Coal’s CHPP comprises of two modules (400 tonne/hour unit and a 600
tonne/hour unit). The two tailings pipelines will commence within Ashton Coal’s CHPP
and terminate at the Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East.
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Ashton Coal CHPP produces approximately 5.2 million tonnes per annum (Mtpa) of Run
of Mine (ROM) coal and 15% fine reject equivalent to 810,000 tonnes per annum (tpa).
Tailings will be mixed with water to form tailings slurry for transportation to Ravensworth
Final Void No. 4 East. The tailings slurry to the Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East is
expected to consist of approximately 45% fine reject.
Two equal sized pipelines will be utilised for the transportation of tailings reject slurry
from the modules to Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East.
Both pipelines will be the same diameter, being designed at approximately DN 280mm to
allow tailings reject slurry from the larger 600 tonne/hour unit to be pumped through
either pipeline. Tailings reject material from the 400 tonne unit will be delivered to the
Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East through the addition of process waters. The pipelines
will consist of butt welded HDPE pipes. These pipelines will commence within Ashton
Coal CHPP and terminate around the walls of the Ravensworth Final Void No. 4. East.
The sleeved sections of these pipelines will be approximately 350NB.
The flow rate and pipework size has been selected to ensure tailings velocity is sufficient
to avoid settlement and potential blockages.
The design flow rate for each of the tailings pipelines is 70 litres per second with a
combined flow rate of 140 litres per second.
The two tailings pipelines will converge into the tailings reject distribution pipeline at a
point adjacent to the south/western end of Ravensworth Final Void No 4. East. The
distribution line comprises of a single pipeline ring main configuration located around the
top of the north, west and south walls of the Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East. The
distribution pipeline will be butt welded HDPE pipes of approximately DN 315mm.
Tailings distribution will be configured to ensure tailings commence beaching from the
western end of the void at a slope of 5 degrees, with decant flowing to the eastern end of
the void.
A flocculation injection system will be located immediately south of the western end of
Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East. Once prepared, flocculant will be transferred through
pipework and injected within 6 metres of the tailings discharge point. The injection of
flocculant assists in binding the solids within the slurry and allows the water to separate
from the tailings more efficiently.

6.3.2

Decant water pipeline

A decant water pipeline will commence from the decant pump located in the south
eastern corner of Ravensworth Final Void No 4. East and will terminate at Ashton Coal’s
CHPP. The decant water pipeline will reclaim decant water from the void and return it for
reuse in the Ashton Coal CHPP.
The decant water pipeline will consist of a butt welded HDPE pipe of approximately DN
250mm. The sleeved section of this pipe work will be approximately 300NB.
The maximum expected flow rates for this line is 80 litres per second.
The decant water pipeline will operate intermittently and will be dependant on the decant
recovery.
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6.3.3

Water sharing pipeline

An existing water sharing pipeline currently operates between Ashton Coal and Glennies
Creek Colliery. This pipeline will be extended to incorporate Newpac in water sharing
arrangements. In order to facilitate water sharing from Glennies Creek Colliery to Newpac
via Ashton Coal the water sharing pipeline will be extended from Ashton Coal’s CHPP to
a tee installed where the water sharing pipeline reaches the Newpac Services Corridor
(south of the western end of the to Ravensworth Final Void No.4 East). This tee will allow
the transfer of water to Newpac, or when directed for flood mitigation, transfer water to
Ravensworth Final Void No.4 East.
Newpac will be responsible for the water sharing pipeline to be constructed within
Newpac’s Services Corridor under their existing approval.
The water sharing pipeline from Ashton Coal to Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East will
consist of a butt welded HDPE pipe of approximately DN 250mm. The sleeved section of
the pipe work will be approximately 300NB.
The expected flow rate for water sharing pipeline transferring of water to Newpac is 30
litres per second. When utilised for flood mitigation, the expected flow rate is 60 litres per
second.
The water sharing pipeline to Newpac will still be operational after the Ravensworth Final
Void No. 4 East reaches capacity. Ashton Coal will continue to operate, inspect and
maintain their section of this pipeline.

6.3.4

Clean water pipeline

A clean water pipeline will commence from existing pipework within Ashton Coal’s CHPP
and terminate at the flocculant plant, adjacent to the south west corner of Ravensworth
Final Void No. 4 East. The clean water pipeline will utilise water from the Hunter River
extracted as part of Ashton Coals existing water access licenses.
Clean water provided by the pipeline will initially be utilised in the construction of the
infrastructure associated with offsite coal tailings emplacement. During emplacement
operation the clean water will be utilised in the preparation of liquid flocculant, which is
injected into the tailings discharge to improve the recovery of decant water from the
tailings.
The clean water pipeline will consist of a butt welded HDPE pipe of approximately DN
110mm. Being clean water no sleeve section will be required for this pipe work.
The maximum expected flow rate for this line is 8 litres per second.
The clean water pipeline will operate intermittently and will be dependant on the rate of
flocculant preparation.

6.3.5

Flood mitigation system

Flood mitigation capability has been integrated into the design of the pipelines. The two
tailings pipelines, water sharing pipeline and associated pumping systems have been
designed to assist during periods of significant rainfall at Ashton Coal site. The system
allows for the rapid discharge of rainwater collected in Ashton Coal infrastructure and
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mining areas to be discharged to the Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East for interim
storage.

6.4

Construction
Construction of the proposed pipelines is expected to take approximately 2 months. It is
anticipated that the pipelines will be commissioned in early 2007.
Construction will generally be undertaken in accordance with Ashton Coal’s approved
operations.
A construction workforce of approximately 15 – 20 people are anticipated to be employed
in construction works. The workforce will be generally sourced from local contractors.
Office and crib facilities for construction crews will be established to the east of
Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East.
The generation of construction waste is expected to be minimal. Any general waste or
pipeline waste will be reused or recycled where possible or transported offsite and
disposed of at an appropriate facility by contractors. Appropriate waste receptacles will
be available on site for the collection of general waste. Portable toilets will be made
available on site for use by construction contractors.
Earthen bunds along the pipeline route will be constructed from material extracted from
the overburden re-win pit located immediately south of the eastern end of the
Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East.
Power to the office and crib facilities and for construction equipment will be provided by
diesel generators.
Construction access and deliveries of construction equipment and materials to the site
will be via land formally known as land formally known as Brunkers Lane.

6.5

Operation and maintenance
The tailings and decant water pipeline will be operational for a period of approximately
five (5) years or until the Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East reaches capacity, at which
time the pipelines may be decommissioned. The water sharing pipeline will continue to
operate after the Ravensworth Final Void No. 4 East reaches capacity.
It is estimated that the tailings pipelines will be replaced once during their expected 5
year lifetime.
The tailings and Newpac water sharing pumps will be driven from a motor control cabinet
(MCC) located within Ashton Coal.
The pipelines will be visually inspected from a vehicle on a regular basis for any
breakages or leaks.
Emergency response contracts will be established (prior to commissioning of the
pipelines) with an appropriate contractor(s) to respond to emergencies such as spill clean
ups etc and to undertake emergency repairs to the pipelines.
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The pumps associated with the pipelines are centrally controlled and monitored from a
control room located at Ashton Coal. The monitoring of flow rate is a form of leak
detection that can be enabled to monitor pipeline performance continuously.
Subsidence monitoring of the longwalls beneath the pipelines will be undertaken as part
of Newpac’s approved operations.
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7.

Statement of modification
Under Clause 115 (1)(e) of the EP&AR 2000, a Section 96 application to modify
development consent is required to include a statement that indicates:
(1)(e)(i)

that the modification is merely intended to correct a minor error,
misdescription or miscalculation, or

(1)(e)(ii)

that the modification is intended to have some other effect, as specified in the
statement

This Section 96 application has therefore been prepared in accordance with clause
115(1)(e)(ii), which is to modify an existing development consent while not significantly
increasing the environmental effects of the total development.
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8.

Description of expected impacts of
modifications
The proposed Section 96 (2) modification to DA 309-11-2001-i will entail minimal
additional environmental impact. The majority of the proposed pipelines route will be
constructed in an area heavily disturbed by previous mining land (consisting of mining
overburden) and agricultural land uses.
The proposed pipelines are consistent with existing mining and power station uses within
the surrounding area.
The construction and operation of the proposed pipelines will have minimal noise, air
quality and visual impact in the immediate local area.
No non-mine owned residences are located within 2km of the pipelines. The Ashton EIS
describes the village of Camberwell as being located approximately 1.5 km east of the
mine surface facilities, being approximately 2km from the southern extent of the
pipelines.
As described in Section 6 the pipelines route has been selected to minimise
environmental impact by avoiding standing of existing native vegetation and woodland,
items of indigenous and non-indigenous heritage and minimising excavation and
therefore disturbance to soils.
For a detailed description of minimal environmental impacts of the proposed
emplacement area and associated mitigation measures refer to the separate Statement
of Environmental Effects Report.
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9.

Substantially the same development
In accordance with Clause 115 (1i) of the EP&AR 2000 the following is a statement that
confirms that the proposed Section 96(2) modification will remain substantially the same
as the development that was originally approved.
The proposal seeks to modify aspects of the approved Ashton Coal consent, to allow
offsite emplacement of coal tailings and approval for pipelines associated with this offsite
emplacement.
The proposal is considered substantially the same development as approved as:



the proposal does not seek any alteration to mine extraction rates or production



there is no alteration to hours of operation or staff numbers resulting from the
proposal



the total volume of emplaced material associated with this modification remains the
same as previous approved

These proposed changes are only minor and do not change the intent of the
development approved in DA 309-11-2001-i, as originally approved by the Department of
Planning.
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10.

Land owner consent to application
Clause 115 (1h) of the EP&AR 2000 requires that a signed statement be provided by the
owner/s of the land, if the applicant is not the owner of the land consenting to the making
of the application.
In mid 2006 Macquarie Generation agreed to the use of property for the construction and
operation of the pipelines between Ashton Coal CHPP and Ravensworth Final Void No: 4
East.
Evidence of land owners consent to the application is provided in the “Application to
Modify a Development Consent” form attached as Appendix B.
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11.

Application to consent authority
In accordance with Clause 115 (1i) of the EP&AR 2000 this application to modify DA 30911-2001, as subsequently modified, is being made to the Department of Planning.
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12.

Conclusions and recommendations
Ashton Coal, as the applicant, seeks to modify the consent DA 309-11-2001, as
subsequently modified, granted by the Department of Planning to allow offsite
emplacement of coal tailings and approval for pipelines associated with this offsite
emplacement.
The benefits of relocating the tailings storage and associated infrastructure include:



consolidate this volume of tailings to a discrete area



minimising noise impact



minimising air quality impact



minimising visual impact



ensuring the void will be rehabilitated
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P- 1

Photograph 1 Proposed Bowman’s Creek crossing point in previously disturbed creek bed;
looking toward Ashton Coal CHPP

Photograph 2 Proposed pipeline route looking along north bank of Bowman’s creek; toward
New England Highway Bridge

Photograph 3 Proposed pipeline route, looking toward Ravensworth Final Void No.4 East

Photograph 4 Proposed pipeline route; northern section looking toward Ravensworth Final
Void No.4 East

